








Annandale Peach Exchange

Long gone, the peach exchange was sited opposite the lumber yard about where
the parking ot now stands. In the 19" Century the hills around Annandale were covered

with peach blossoms, giving them a “snowy white” ook each spring.

The period from 1870 to 1910
was a period of peach boom and bust
for Hunterdon farmers. By 1890 there
were over two million productive
peach trees in the county with another
two million immature trees planted and
growing. There were enough peach
framers in the region for the Jersey
Central to set-up a peach exchange by
the Annandale station. The railroad
ran special freight trains during
harvest season. As many as 59
boxcars were filled with peaches each
day during the peak of the boom.
Wagons filled with peaches would be
lined-up from the Peach Exchange
down Main St. and West St. all the
way to the church.

Annandale Peach Exchange
c. 1900 Photo
HBBH Arch.

Alas, the boom soon faded. A bug did the industry in. The San Jose peach scale

to be exact. Only farmers who could afford the expensive pesticide spray of the day
were able to save their trees. The two million trees dwindled to about a quarter million by
1910. By World War | most area farmers had dropped out of the peach business.



Nicholas N. Beeman Inn
Annandale House
Annandale Hotel
6 Main St
c. 1852

This structure was built in two parts. To the west of the original section is a
smaller (less than half the size) addition. The basement of the addition is mostly above
grade. A shop was once located here. The remodeling occurred late in the 19" Century.

There is also a rear appendage of one-and-a-half stories.

The building shows Greek Revival’ and Queen Anne® influences. Aithough much
remodeling occurred as the hotel was transformed into a dwelling, the building’s
silhouette remains true to its 19" Century appearance.
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Annandale Hotel
¢. 1910 Postcard
HBBH Arch.



Tavern keeper Boeman would provide food and shelter for travelers. As
American social awareness developed after the mid-19™ Century, the folks in Clinton
and Clinton Station — all growing rural settlements in fact — desired many of the same
things available in the new “big cities.” Traveling salesmen would arrive by train with
news of the latest fashion trends for the local merchants. Orders would be shipped
quickly by train keeping the rural folks as up-to-date as their city cousins.

News of fashions and trends was not the only newé traveling salesmen brought
to the local tavern. Prior to the development of electronic communications, the local
tavern was the information center of a community and had been since at least the time
of the Ancient Romans.

The barkeep not only dispensed drinks, he orchestrated conversations,
conducted introductions and kept the proceedings neighborly.

In Annandale, the Boeman's tavern would be the place where residents and
visitors received breaking news since it was the closest building to the station where the
telegraph office was generally located.

Boeman's was a family business. Boeman’s wife, Margaret helped run the
establishment as did several of their six children. Oldest daughter, Mary, worked as a
maid tidying the guest rooms and oldest son, Lambert, was the barkeep. The family
even had room for Boeman'’s aged mother, Elizabeth, who in her late 70s would be the
oldest resident of Annandale at the time.

Today the word tavern is associated with alcoholic beverages not travelers. But
the association is backwards.

The closest current English term meaning what tavern originally meant would be
“motel.” It was a place for travelers to rest during their journey. By New Jersey law every
town was required to provide a tavern for the comfort of travelers.

Taverns served wine, beer or spirits for the same reason contemporary travelers
request the same. The quality of the water available to travelers was often in doubt. The
quality of the wine, beer and spirits was not.

As the 19" Century waned and the 20™ developed, railroad tavems evolved into
hotels. When the Boeman Tavem was taken over by William Morrison around 1886, he
renamed it the Annandale House which soon evolved into the Annandale Hotel.



The biggest difference between a tavem and a hotel? “Tavemn” is an Anglo-
Saxon word then bécoming associated with the “low-life” drinking crowd. (The push for
Prohibition and the on-going debate cast negative implications on the word “tavern®.)

“Hotel” means the same thing as "tavern® but in French — a “higher-class”
language! This not only said the place is nof a tavem, but gave the establishment a
hoitier panache as well, appealing to the Victorian sensitivities.

The hotels also took on a different function becoming destinations, not just a stop
on a journey. Why would Annandale become a destination? The railroad needed. By the
end of the 19™ Century, passenger service was well established. It was a no-growth
time. The rails had to motivate people to take trains, especially on weekends.

One answer was amusement parks. The most famous in Hunterdon was the
Bellewood Park in Pattenburg built by the Lehigh Valley Railroad.

The Jersey Central had a small amusement park in Annandale. 1t was Iron
Springs west of the village behind Beaver Brook Homestead. All traces are now gone.
But it did attract patrons to the trains on weekends and some would make a whole
weekend of their trip by reserving a room in the Annandale Hotel.

At its height of popularity, the hotel offered 12 guest rooms (two attic rooms set
aside for Negro guests) with food service, drink and news in the taproom. It even
installed indoor plumbing in 1913. By the beginning of Prohibition (1919) things were
changing and the days of the Annandale Hotel as a hotel were numbered.



Annandale Store
The Young + Finley General Store
12 Main St.
c. 1853

Stewart and Hoffman (or Huffman) operated the store soon after it was
constructed as dealers in general merchandise or general store.

This particular general store is a well preserved example of the type. It's style
illustrates some Gothic Revival® and Italianate elements.™

The rear appendage was most likely a 20" Century addition.

The right section of the front retains its Victorian commercial look emphasized by
the full-width front porch.

The tracery and arcading elements exhibit the American Gothic influences.

Of the six general stores once doing business in Annandale, only one, a 1920s
late-comer still operates.

Annandale Store
c. 1900 Postcard
M. Apgar Coll.



The Jacob F. Sharp House
24 Main St.
c. 1870

Harry Seals, who would soon run his father's S. A. Seals Shopping Emporium,
lived here for a while, shortly after his marriage to Jacob’s daughter Bertha. This was not
an unusual living arrangement prior to World War |l

This house represents Second Empire influences, a style generally not built in

rural areas.

The style is characterized by the mansard roof (which features two roof pitches
forming a graceful S-curve on all four sides of a typically square or rectangular
structure). The roof was named for Frangois Mansard who designed it long before it
became popular which was during the reign of Napoleon Il (1852-1870), labeled the
Second Empire.

Coinciding with the beginning of his reign, mansard wings were added to the roof
of the Louvre which sent a tidal-wave of imitations through the world. The style became
so prevalent with the design of public buildings in the U.S. during the administration of
President Grant, it was called the “General Grant style” for a while.

The two-story format of the Sharp house is typical of Second Empire design.
Many Second Empire houses feature dormers that essentially make the attic, a third
story.

It was this factor that ballooned the shori-lived popularity of the design by
defeating height restrictions. In places like London, dwellings were restricted to four
stories. With the Second Empire design and its useful attic, builders could literally get a
fifth story above the restriction.

The double door, central entranceway and 2/2 sash windows are further
halimarks of Second Empire design.

Soon after the French were defeated in the Franco-Prussian War (1870) both
Napoleon Il and the Second Empire were gone. The architectural design it spawned
withered shortly there after.



The Sharp house was built at the peak of the design’s popularity. That the style

was waning is indicated by the porch, which is typical of Queen Anne style,''not Second

Empire.

The mansard roof resurged during the late 20"™ Century for commercial

enterprises which probably has old Frangois spinning in his grave. Just about every fast-

food burger outlet and gas-station deli sports a faux mansard roof nowadays.
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Farmhouse
West St.
c. 1825

This is the oldest structuré within the village of Annandale. It's what the railroad
workers found when they came to the area to begin work on the road bed. It was built
before the grid pattem street format was adopted so seems to face the “wrong way.”

It presents its side to the nearest street which was laid-out in its present format
several decades after the farmhouse was built.

Criginally, the only north-south road in the vicinity angled-off to the southwest,
away from the farmhouse. The farmhouse was built with an east-west orientation which
fronted it, after a long set-back, toward the main Pike road (now Beaver Ave.).

When the grid pattern was established, the north-south road (eventually named
the Annandale-High Bridge Road) was straightened through the village, passed the Pike
road, then took a sharp westward tum to connect to the original north-south road. (See
fronts piece map.)

Much of that area has been obliterated by the construction of the Interstate
highway during the mid-20™ Century.

Over the centuries, the farmhouse has been modified with a one-and-a-half story
appendage to the east and shed-like front appendage which is most likely an enclosed
porch.
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The Annandale Firehouse
43 West St.
c. 1892

The Annandale Hose Company developed because there was a major fire in the
Town of Clinton in 1891. And there were no fire companies in north Hunterdon.

As the fire began on Main St. there, the mayor telegraphed Flemington, Easton
and Phillipsburg. Flemington sent men but couldn’t get its equipment there. Phillipsburg
sent men and equipment, but in 1891, the trip took two hours. They arrived at 5 a.m.,
and quickly extinguished the fire. But 23 buildings had been destroyed all but wiping-out
downtown Clinton. '

In response, the people of Clinton formed their own fire company. Immediately
the folks in Annandale saw the wisdom in that and did likewise.

The first order of business, which took eight years to fulfill, was getting water to
Annandale. Wells just wouldn’t do for fighting fires, so the people of Annandale
contracted with the Town of Clinton Water Company to run water mains from Clinton to
Annandale.

On June 7, 1897 the Hose Company became official. The first Annandale fire
occurred a bit over a year later on a very hot summer afternoon.

Cotton bed quilts stored for the summer in the attic against the hot slate roof of
the Center St. house of Abner Allan ignited. The alarm sounded. Fittingly for Annandale,
the first alarm was an old locomotive wheel hit with a sledge hammer gong style.

The Company's only piece of
equipment at the time, a two-wheeled hose
cart pulled by hand, amived and the
volunteers, who had been in training less
than a year, hooked the hose to the newly
E installed hydrant and quickly extinguished
- the fire saving the house.
| The first alarm siren was installed in
1923 and two vyears later, the Hose
Company purchased its first motorized
piece of apparatus — a modified Ford 1-ton

chassis complete with hand cranked siren.

Annandale Hose Co.
c. 1923
HBBH Arch.




Twenty years later, after World War I, a second fire truck joined the original.

When the Hose Company moved to its location behind the municipal building, the
original firehouse was remodeled to serve as a dwelling.

In fact, the structure was seriously remodeled twice. It is believed it began as a
meat market in 1892 and between 1897 and 1903 was made into the fire house.
However, there is some evidence that the basic structure may be older. The 1886
Panoramic map of Annandale shows the LaRue & Fritts Insurance Agency located on
the site that would become the firehouse and the sketch of the agency building shows
the same footprint and side windows as the firehouse does in a circa 1923 photo. Only
the roof is different.

The extensive remodeling over the years has masked its original look. Most of its
fagade and silhouette date from a possible undocumented World War Il era and the late
20™ Century remodeling.
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Hummer Bros. Carriage Factory
Hummer & Smith Wagons & Carriages
Wheelwright
40/42 West St.

c. 1885

For a period early in the 20" Century, folks could purchase a high-end carriage,
or a newfangled automobile right in Annandale around the comer from each other.

When the Hummers opened their carriage manufactory in Annandale, they did so
to take advantage of the nearness of the railroad and the proximity to both farmers and
the new business class setiling in the village.

Today when we think of a horse and \.;vagon, most of us think of the Amish buggy,
the Hansom cabs of Central Park, or some horse-drawn conveyance we've seen in a
movie. But before World War i, carriages and wagons were serious business.

In the late 19" Century, there were several hundred named carriage styles from
phaeton to cabriolet to buggy to coupe to coach. Each style had its own function. The
same with wagons.

If the blacksmith was knowledgeable about working with iron, the wheelwright
was knowledgeable about wood. The hardest part of making a carriage or wagon was
designing and fashioning the wooden wheels. Wheelwrights essentially made something
round out of something straight and provided a mechanism to keep what must be round,
round.

Think of the weight of a loaded carriage or wagon on those thin wooden wheels
and the rough dirt roads they traveled.

The wheelwright knew that black or sour gum was for hubs, ocak or ash for
spokes, hickory for felloes (rims), beech or fresh-ash for axles. He not only knew this, he
knew how long each wood must be seasoned and had a “secret recipe” for seasoning.
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The wheelwright not only made a perfectly round felloe (rim) from straight wood,
he mated the felloes with a perfectly round shoe or tire from wood to protect the felloe.
The spokes he crafted not only held the felloe and tire on the axle via the hub, they also
helped maintain the circular shape of the wheel. '

And he did all this by hand.

That Hummer's carriage shop lasted well into the early days of motor cars attests
to the quality of the work.

When it became obvious during the Depression that the days of the carriage and
wagon were numbered, the Hummer industrial site was remodeled into the current
vernacular duplex dwelling.

The mid-20™ Century asphalt shingle and aluminum and transformation from
industrial building to dwelling masks original features.
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The George M. Freck House
32 West St.
c. 1855

George Frech was a quintessential late 19" Century man. He led the kind of
simple, quiet, ordinary life that defined the U.S. between the Civil War and World War I.
Like all such persons, the most important thing about him was that he was there. The
Annandale we know is because he was.

Bom in Bavaria in 1825, it is not recorded just when he emigrated to the U.S.

The railroad worker was to the late 19" and early 20" centuries what the
computer specialist is a century later. Frech was a railroad man — someone on the
cutting edge of the then current technology.

When the new station for Clinton was being built, Frech was transferred from
Whitehouse to take charge of it. He became Jersey Central's first agent at the new
station. This was a position of great responsibility, so it is evident that Frech was a
worker who impressed the railroad brass.

As was the practice of the time, the agent had rooms within the station itself
making Frech the first new resident of the village that would soon form around that
station.

Sometime around 1855, the classic Italianate'? became his home. This would be
about the time he married Barbara who would eventually have four children that survived
infancy: George, John, Anna and Margaret Elizabeth (called Maggie by the family).

The Frech family always had room for a border in their house. The first was
Charles Leibold, a 24 year old railroad laborer from Wittenberg, who moved-in shortly
after the Freches did.

That Frech continued to work in the village and grow in the esteem of his feliow
townspeople is evidenced by his selection in 1866 as the clerk of the newly established
Reformed Protestant Dutch Church in the village and subsequently being appointed a
deacon of the church.

By 1870, Frech had added farmer to his resume.

His sieadfastness on the job, his apparent respect by his fellow town folks, his
community and church involvement, and the style house he lived-in show that Frech was
a classic 19™ Century man.



The house itself is a two-and-a-half story, T-shaped, side-hall plan |talianate. The
structure, despite some modifications over the years, still shows definitive eave brackets
and three-light eyebrow windows.

The entry porch and an enclosed rear porch are 20" Century additions. The
exterior is covered with brick-face.

A unique feature of this building are the brownstone lintels. Brownstone is most
associated with the brownstones (townhouses) of Manhattan and the row houses of
Philadelphia, not with New Jersey construction even though much of the brownstone
was quarried in this state (and there are loads of brownstone buildings in this state).

Many of the brownstone-row houses of the day featured ltalianate design
elements. So it is possible the idea for the brownstone references began there. It is also
possible that the builder had some brownstone left over from a Manhattan or
Philadelphia project and used it in this rural one.

If such is the case, it would not be the only time that happened in the area. In
1929, a builder who had worked on the Empire State Building had some Art Deco plates
left over from that project. He installed some of them in a new bank he was working on in
High Bridge.



The J. Haynes Wyckoff House
5 West St.
c. 1903

This Colonial Revival is one of the newer historic buildings in Annandale.

The year 1876 was a significant cne in the social history of the U.S. The
Centennial Exhibition had a pronounced influence on the thinking and attitudes of people
from all walks of life, permeating the country's collective conscious with a profound
sense of America’s self-worth.

The years 1880 to 1930 produced the most conspicuous changes in American as
well as world history. One example of a simple but world-altering change that developed
during the period is illustrative. The Ancient Romans regularly built apartment buildings
of six stories with the technology of their day. With the technology of 1876, Europeans
and Americans could build apartments of eight stories.

After 1880 and the development of structural steel, reinforced concrete and the
elevator safety brake, it became possible to scrape the sky with buildings.

Change in that period was overwhelming, or it could be. It did nof overwhelm the
people because they embraced the change.

The Colonial Revival style was not a nostalgic backward glance, it was a look-
back for inspiration. A look-back that said "We don’t need anyone else’s history for
inspiration.” The revival was an effort to reference and update the old and to avail it with
all the latest technology. For example, Colonial Revival was the first style to purposely
include indoor plumbing and electrical wiring.

Colonial Revival includes Georgian, Cape Cod, Dutch Colonial, Spanish Colonial,
and Saltbox.

Because Colonial Revival houses have a built-in “always-been-there” look, they
became quite popular for building lots within already established communities. So it is
neither surpiising nor unexpected that the Wyckoff house was built in this style in this
empty space decades after the nearby houses.



Four Square
Beaver Ave. & West St.
c. 1900

This comer facing, Queen Anne influenced house was a late addition to the
village in spite of its classic look. Until the 1870s, the site held a school building listed as
the fourth building to serve the children of Clinton Township’s Beaver Brook section. And
yes, they were all “Little House on the Prairie” one-room school houses.

In fact, the fourth building, built in 1836, was the first non-log building used as a
school. Its location on the main pike road made it ideal for easy accessibility. When built,
the school was not on a comer, rather mid-block, since West St. was yet in place.

Back then, schools were rarely named. Rather they were given a district number
which was countywide. By 1924, Clinton Township had schools number 54 through 58.

The school originally on this site was District 54 school. A new District 54 school
was built in 1888 just a block away, on Lower West St. near the new post office. The Old
Annandale School (the Red School House) still stands, restored after a late 20™ Century
fire. It is used as offices for various township commissions.

The house that was built on the lot vacated by District 54 school is a classic
Queen Anne with semi-octagonal bay window and tower along with wrap-around porch.

Of particular note are the diamond-paned windows on the northeast.

Its comner lot location gives the house a park-like ambience. It also makes it more
prominently visible, and its proximity to the corner lot Queen Anne (which is about 5-10
years older) directly across the Old Pike Road (Beaver Ave.) makes it appear part of a
matching set and acts almost as a “gateway” to the village.



The Jacob Cregar House
20 Washington St.
Queen Anne
c. 1890

This popular Victorian era style of American architecture has nothing to do with
Queen Anne or her reign (1703-1714). Its height of popularity coincided with the high
Victorian era, 1870-1900.

It was the culmination of Victorian architecture combining influences from all the
trends of the day. "Mix-it-up” seemed to be the motto of the style. Different materials,
different textures, wood shingles, clapboard, moldings — it seemed to demand as many
different elements appear on the same wall.

It featured a complex blend of roof lines by adding turrets, dormers, gables, and
tall muitiple chimneys. The first floor added to the mix by the use of asymmetrical
porches while the second floor's contribution was the bay window as likely as not
repeated on the first floor.

Even latticing on the windows added an element of busy-ness to the design.

The famous “painted ladies” (a Victorian era house painted with three colors) of
San Francisco are most often Queen Anne in design.

Coming during the period of rapid economic expansion and technological
improvements, the style influenced all areas of the country. Even folks in as rural an
area as Annandale could see the design possibilities in the many pattem books
circulated then.

The bay windows and tower, the mix and extensive use of fish-scale shingle and
clapboard siding, multi-pane/1 sash windows, and prominent chimney features mark this
house as a classic Queen Anne.



Appendix 1

Annandale's Name

Most histories of Clinton Township repeat the story that John Taylor Johnston
named Annandale after his hometown in Scotland. Research suggests Johnston had
more in mind. These facts were uncovered while doing research for Historic Beaver
Brook Homestead, Inc.

From Johnston's biography it is clear that he was not native to Annandale,
Scotland since he was born and raised in Manhattan and first visited Scotland when high
school age spending a year there studying. When he named Annandale in 1873, he
apparently was thinking about his and Scotland’s roots, for Annandale is seminal in the
development of that nation and significant in its history.

Annandale means valley of the Annan River, which flows into the Solway Firth,
the westem gateway to Scotland near the west-edge of Hadrian’'s Wall. Here settled
some colleagues of William the Conquer who set-up fortifications to guard against sea
invasions. Annan Castle became one of the major fortifications.

The first of William’s fellow Normans in the Annan region was one Robert de
Braose (row BEAR deh brewz). Some 240 years after the first de Braose arrived, a
descendent, Robert de Braose VIll — better known as Robert Bruce — became King
Robert | of Scotland. Before becoming king, he was Lord Annandale.

Another of Robert de Braose's descendents became King Charies Il of England
in 1664. One of his first acts as king was to grant a substantial portion of land in the
British North American colonies to his brother, James the Duke of York, who kept the
larger portion and named it New York. He gave the smaller portion to his cronies, Sir
George Carteret and John, Lord Berkeley, who named it New Jersey.

The name “Johnston” and “Johnson” are neither variants of the same name, nor
are they linguistically related. Johnson (son of John) is a common Anglo-Saxon name.
Johnston (of John's land) is a French-Flemish one. The Johnstons (or Johnstones) can
be traced to one family.

Robert de Braose, and a nobleman Sir John, like most of William the
Conqueror's warriors were originally Normans or French-Flemish. When Robert de
Braose left England in 1174 to claim the region of Annandale, Scotiand that William had
given him, Sir John and his family went along, settling there as well.



Appendix 2
Annandale’s Fraternal Organizations

Annandale’s two fraternal lodges, Free & Accepted Masons and Knights of
the Golden Eagle, were not only traditional 19" Century, secret men’s clubs, they
apparently used the same meeting room. That room was on the third floor of a
now gone Main St. building that temporarily housed the District 54 school on the
first and the township hall on the second floor.

The Stewart Lodge (No. 34) of Free & Accepted Masons was organized in
1854 in Whitehouse. It moved to Clinton-Station in 1865 and took-up quarters on
the third floor of the school building. That entire floor was remodeled to serve as
the lodge's meeting and activities center. The lodge used that building until once
again moving in the mid-1870s, this time to Clinton Town.

Around the time the Masonic lodge moved out, a new fraternal society
formed in Baltimore and called itself the Knights of the Golden Eagle and its local
chapters Castles. The Annandale Castle used the third floor rooms during the
early part of the 20" Century. The small organization faltered and by the end of
the 20" Century was reduced to fewer than a dozen Castles nationwide.

The building fell into dis-repair and was razed sometime during the 1960s.

The lot is still vacant.

Photo (c. 1900) of members of
Annandale Castle Knights of Golden
Eagles (with parade ribbons)

HBBH Arch.
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